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Washingio nas boea shaken QVEF  prowmrws ;

Qe odast iwo wecks oy almost daily
rovations af the subsidies from the

. rteiligence Agency through
of private foundations to stu-,
st the press, the church, a
wvard Dean, and Norman Thomas.
thougn some toles of the CIA's in-
tvement with institutions had
leaked out carlief, the extent of its
ings  with  Americans at home
abroad  had ro¢ been  widely
wnown, and the wp.ooar now is greater
ary time since the Bay of Pigs
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¢ reactions of “oificial Washing: -
557 rave been amazng. DPresident Johnson put out the \{w'ord
Ghas he didn't kaow what was going on, and ordered CIA Tirec- .. .
. tor Richard Helms, along with Under Sccretaryl_'oj. State Katzen- - O
“ach and Secrctary John Gardrer of HEW, .t find out. .
- atzenbach, who just finished working with the Crime Cora- ‘
reicsion and is supposed to he reorganizing the State Departm?nt,- :
anrounced he was poing to Africa in May.
Vice President HEumphrey, who presumably ‘has  access to
information about Cia activities and could have acted earlier to: .
correct the sittaiion, declared himself ‘‘not at all happy.” .
Robert Kenncy, who was in a position to know cverythm;;
: the CIA was doing in 1061-63, claims he “didn't focus on’ sub<: -
" sidies to studcnis. But he adds that the President knew—or
couid have known. L
But cven as ihe nig fish contort themselves to get oft the-
" hool, mauch of the oress commentary has revealed a new mature’
~ity in this countty about the need for and limitations of an in-
tél‘xigence srpanizaiion in a free sociely. The beginning of wis-- "
dom is to understand that the CIA does nothing without the -
“knowledge and full approval of the highest authorities in Gov- "
ernment. o : .-
It may be that the time for secret U. 8. aid -to private; .
. American groups is past. But it is well to remeraber that in -
“vie 1340°s and 1950's we were engaged in @ serious struggle to .-
vonch the minds of youth and students and future .lJeaders all
over the worid—to prevent them from closing their options for et
independence and for open sccieties in their own deyeloping na-’
tions. ’ : o
The U. 8. Government could not have known then, as we .-
know row, of iac Communists' colossal stupidity. It would have -7}
sh to sit back and let them have the field. -, -
sredicted that their attempts to export am .
- lscificiont coonomic system would he such a ;spccta;:ular failure,: 7.
that ihe Sino-Sovici Bloe would split, that our own economy . ..
wowlG be so iromencously successiul, and that:freedom would - o
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It made sense, in the conditions of the 1950's, to help :t.mcri-
| can students get to important conferences abroad, to insure that
|- their ideals would have a hearing. Since the CIA was tie only
_part of the Government with the money and foresight and ability -

to act, it responded to the challenge.

Today it is not necessary for the CIA to conlinue these poli-

tical functions.  The recent revelations have ali but ruled this
“out In any case. ' '
But if Congress has learned anything at all, it should be

that the American Government must find ways to hicip Ameri-
~can students get to conferences, and for young leaders in for-
| eign countrics to make contact with their counterparts in tnis
J- country. There is no need for secrecy.
1 On the other hand, let's not kid ourselves about the nced
for a strong, profcssional and dedicated intelligence service.
1 1t would be a tragedy if the current controversy lowers morale
in the CIA or stems the flow of talented young men and women
into its ranks. o

~ For the truth is that we neced more than ever the independ-
[ ent and expert collection and analysis of information about the
“ strength and intentions of potential adversaries in this nuclear
- age. :
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1f bright college students begin to doubt the need and value
of this service, if CIA recruiters are hounded off campuses, {f
+ idealistic young men come to feel that the Agency's purposes
."are somchow morally degrading, then the worst fears of the
" critics will come truc: the Agency will in time become ‘a-re-
 pository for second rate spooks, cynical cold warriors, and
-would-be James Bonds.

‘ Today this is not the case. There is probably less cead
“wood in the Agency than in any other part of the Government.
It has a career service, headed by Richard Helms (who was '
~born in Wayne, Pa.), a competent and broad-gauzed proics-.

At

" sional, and it includes a large number of public $ervanis who

| share a concern for preserving the humane aspects of American
~ life. ' -
They-deserve better than lame excuses from hizh officials. -
. They nced not werry about silly charges by pious “inicliectuals™
- who say our sludents have been irretrievably *‘corrupied™ by
taking money from their Government. = -
~ The time for all of us to worry will come when we no long-
-er have idcalists who are willing to roll up their siecves and -
| et i@‘eln hands dirty in the cause of freedom. s




